Loli is a mature female leopard with
two cubs. As the sun sets on the vast
African plain and the sky comes alive
with starlight, Loli slips out of the
protective bushes where she has been
resting with her cubs in the heat of the
day. Like all cats—including domestic
ones—Loli is a born stalker and will
spend the night hunting for prey, the
food she needs for herself and her cubs.

Luli must pick her prey carefully
to avold getting injured. As the
sole provider for her cubs, she must
stay healthy and strong because her
cubs will die withour her, She is
likely o avoid animals whose horns
are too powerful and could inflict o
Faral injury, Loli also must compete
with many other predators who also
hune ar night.

Because it was the rainy season in
Samburu when AWF researchers
st suw Loli, they knew her
nightly hunts might bring her cloge
ro exhaustion. During every rainy
season, when water is plentful and
Africa’s dry landscapes wrn green,
many of the animals Loli likes to
hunt don't need 1o depend on just a
few wartering holes. They can range
across much greater distances. Loli
will have 10 do the same 1o find
them, She will have o cravel farther

from where she has lefe her cubs to
track down the impala, gazelle, and
smaller antelopes she prefers w
hunt, She will have 1o expend more
energy in the chase, And even if her
hunt is successtul, she may end up
having her food mken by other
predarors like lons and hyenas, 1
they challenge Loli, she will
surrender her hard-won prey, An
injury she might sustain fighting 1o
keep her food could deprive her
cubs of her care and attention.

Bue if Loli 5 quick enough and
strong enough to chase down her
prey and drag the carcass up a
trec—an incredible fear of sirength
unmarched by any ather big car—
then she and her cubs will have the
mear they need to survive for one
more day.
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Did you know?

® Paund for potnd, the leopard
in the wrongest dimber of all
the large cats, and is capable
of lilling prey langer than

el

@ Afeicas leopards come ina
variety of cout colar, from n
" shade in farested hiblints,
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